
Side Event: Showcasing the EuroGEO 
Regional Initiative 

Thursday 25th November 2021 from 6 pm to 7 pm CET 

This side event is dedicated to the presentation of EuroGEO Regional Initiative and to the latest 

projects launched in its framework. The EuroGEO vision is to significantly increase the benefits for 

Europe of its participation within GEO through improving user uptake of the data from GEOSS assets 

and harvesting the environmental information produced through the GEO initiatives and flagships. 

This session will showcase this vision 

Program: 

6:00 – 6:10 PM 
CET 

The EuroGEO Initiative state of the play Jean Dusart / Marjan Van 
Merloo 

6:10 – 6:20 PM 
CET 

Harmonia Project as a Support System for 
Improved Resilience and Sustainable Urban 
areas to cope with Climate Change and 
Extreme Events based on GEOSS 

Julia Nerantzia Tzortzi 

6:20 – 6:30 PM 
CET 

EIFFEL: Revealing the role of GEOSS as the 
default digital portal for building climate 
change adaptation & mitigation 
applications 

Dimitris Bliziotis 

6:30 – 6:40 PM 
CET 

Arctic GEOSS initiative from Arctic Passion Mikko Strahlendorff 

6:40 – 6:50 PM 
CET 

SAFERS: project overview and burned scar 
delineation using Copernicus Sentinel-2, a 
deep learning approach 

Claudio Rossi 

6:50 – 7:00 PM 
CET 

CompAIR Lieven Raes 

 

BIOs from presenters: 

Jean Dusart is Head of Sector at the European Commission. In 2019, he joined the EO Sector of the 

Directorate-General Research & Innovation, leading the EuroGEO initiative, the European 

contribution to the Group on Earth Observation. Previously he spent 15 years at the Joint Research 

Centre (JRC) as scientific project officer, with focus on geospatial technologies, the INSPIRE Directive, 

and the European Union Strategy for the Danube Region and leading the activities on the use of 

citizen science for policy-making. Before joining the European Commission, Jean held several 

positions in the academic area (Universities of Louvain and Copenhagen) and the private sector 

(ESRI). He graduated as a geographer from the Catholic University of Louvain, specialising in remote 

sensing, cartography and photogrammetry.  

Marjan van Meerloo – Policy officer environmental observations in EC DG Research and Innovation. 

Being a biologist by study, Marjan has been working in the Dutch national Government in the 



ministries of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality; Education, Culture and Science and Economic 

Affairs from 2005 – 2017. During most of this time, she has been a national delegate on behalf of The 

Netherlands in many committees on different subjects, including Nature Policy, Research and 

Innovation Policy and Space Policy. Next to this, she played an active role on Open Science and Space 

Policy during the NL Presidency in 2016. From the 1st of June 2017 on, she is a Second National 

Expert in the field of environmental observation with DG Research and Innovation in the European 

Commission. She is involved in files related to the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), EuroGEO, 

Horizon 2020 (including the EIC prize on Early Warning for Epidemics) and Horizon Europe - Cluster 6 

(including the candidate HE partnership on Agriculture of Data). 

Prof. Julia Nerantzia Tzortzi is Associate Professor at the Department of Architecture, Built 

Environment and Construction Engineering of Politecnico di Milano while previously she was 

professor in Universities in Cyprus (Neapolis University of Cyprus) and in Greece (International 

University of Greece) and visiting professor in several Universities (ZUST University - China, Hellenic 

Open University - Greece, Thessaly University - Greece). In the last 25 years she has been leading 

more than 30 European Programmes (e.g. HOMEE, YADES,  proGIreg, GREENLINK, PERIURBAN, 

GARDEN ART DESIGN) with an emphasis on Natural Based Solutions, Climate Change, Cultural 

Landscapes, Environmental Projection and Design through: HORIZON 2020, RISE,  JPI, INTERREG IVC, 

FP7, LIFE+. Julia is Board Member of LE: NOTRE INSTITUTE, Fellow of Landscape Institute (UK), 

member of AIAPP (Italy), PHALA (Greece), ETEK (Cyprus), IFLA (International Federation of Landscape 

Architects).  Julia has served for 15 years as Executive Professional in Landscape Architecture at the 

Ministry of Environment, Urban Planning and Energy – Climate Change of Greece. During her service 

at the Ministry she served as National Contact Point at LIFE project, Special Scientists at Athens 2004 

Olympic Games as well as General Project Manager at the Environmental Awareness Park 

Organization of Antonis Tritsis, the largest urban park in Greece (120 Ha). 

Dimitrios Bliziotis is a Researcher and Technical Project Manager at the I-SENSE Group of Institute of 

Communication and Computer Systems (ICCS). He received his Diploma (BSc & MEng) in the 

Department of Rural, Surveying and Geoinformatics Engineering from the National Technical 

University of Athens (NTUA), where he also received his M.Sc. in the domain of Geoinformatics and 

Remote Sensing. He has experience in the fields of Earth Observation and Geointelligence and his 

main areas of research and work are the integration of GIS technologies, Artificial intelligence, Data 

mining, Remote sensing, Photogrammetry, Data analytics & OSINT technologies for different 

business domains, including the Security, Defense, Emergency & Environmental sector. He has 

coordinated, managed and overseen project deliveries for medium-sized teams (30 people) for ICT, 

Earth Observation & GIS projects for clients like: National MoDs, EC, HORIZON 2020, FRONTEX, EU 

SATCEN, ESA, EEA, JRC and other COPERNICUS entrusted entities. 

Mikko Strahlendorff, a master of meteorology from the University of Helsinki, is a weather service 

developer that turned into an Earth Observation evangelista. Working at the Finnish Meteorological 

Institute, he is the EU space program Copernicus committee delegate and the GEO principal of 

Finland. In addition to the high-level politics of EO, he is also active in using EO and especially 

Copernicus Climate Change Service data to support the forestry industry or cities to adapt to climate 

change.  



Claudio Rossi, after a double bachelor’s degree from the Politecnico di Torino (Polito) and the Institut 

National Polytechnique de Grenoble (INPG) he obtained a Master of Science in Electrical and 

Computer Engineering from the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) in 2005. He graduated in 

Electronics from Polito with summa cum laude. He worked as software analyst at Consorzio per il 

Sistema Informativo (CSI) and as project manager at Fiat Group Automobiles (FGA). He led the 

realization of a new passenger car plant in India and supported the definition of lean manufacturing 

best practices and standards. From June 2010 to July 2014 he worked for the Telecommunication 

Group (DET) of Polito as project manager, software analyst, programmer, and system admin, mainly 

focusing on the realization of a novel peer-to-peer social network, and on interference estimation 

and classification techniques using innovative algorithms and Software Defined Radios. He was a 

researcher intern at Telefonica I+D and in Dec. 2013 he obtained his PhD from Polito with the thesis 

titled "Cooperation Strategies for Enhanced Connectivity at Home", proposing several techniques to 

overcome connectivity issues, boost connection speed, achieve energy efficiency in wireless 

residential networks. He is now a senior researcher and project manager at LINKS Foundation: a 

private no profit ICT oriented research centre located in Turin, Italy, where he leads international 

research projects funded by the H2020 framework, with a focus on the security work programme. He 

was the project manager and technical lead of the H2020 I-REACT project, which aimed to exploit 

advanced cyber technologies in order to increase resilience to disasters caused by climate-induced 

natural hazards. He is task and work package leader in several H2020 projects (VISCA, FASTER, 

SHELTER) and he is the project coordinator of SAFERS, an new H2020 project on wildfire 

management. His current research interests include the use of Artificial Intelligence for the creation 

of innovative data driven services, crowdsourcing approaches for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), 

social media analysis. He authored more than 30 peer-reviewed publications, co-authored the Global 

Assessment Report 2019 by UNDRR, and he is supporting the Joint Research Center in the realization 

of the upcoming "Science for Disaster Risk Management" flagship series, published by the Disaster 

Risk Management Knowledge Centre (DRMKC) by the end of 2020. He had roles in Technical 

Programme Committees of several international scientific conferences, organized and chaired 

international workshops on novel ICT solutions in support of Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Lieven Raes is an internationally recognised Smart City expert at Digital Flanders with responsibility 

for driving transformational change in Government. His deep knowledge of how technology and 

open data helps pioneer new opportunities to improve the lives of citizens, combined with a first-

hand understanding of how co-creation can unlock innovation, enables him to successfully 

coordinate several EU research projects. 

Lieven currently leads the high profile Digital Urban European Twins (DUET) project and the 

Community Observation Measurement & Participation in Air Science (COMPAIR) project which aim to 

create digital twins for more open and collaborative urban decisions related to the EU Green Deal. He 

has published papers on open data, geo data and the use of visualisations for policy making and has 

spoken at premier data forums across the world. Lieven also serves as workgroup lead to the Open 

Geospatial Consortium. 


