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Disclaimer 

The information in this document is subject to change without notice. No warranty of any kind is made 
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fitness for a particular purpose. The Members of the EIFFEL Consortium shall not be held liable for errors 
contained herein or direct, indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages in connection with the 
use or performance of this material. The content of this document reflects only the authors' view. The 
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D8.1 EIFFEL Website 

 
 

 

© 2021 EIFFEL v1.0 PAGE 3 of 23 
 
Funded by  
the European Union 

 

Document History 

Version Date Editor Comments 

0.1 27-Aug-2021 Mirka Rossi Table of contents 

0.2 31-Aug-2021 Mirka Rossi Updated according to review comments 

0.3 01-Sep-2021 Mirka Rossi Ready for submission 

1.0 01-Sep-2021 Kostas Naskou Submitted version  

 
  



 
D8.1 EIFFEL Website 

 
 

 

© 2021 EIFFEL v1.0 PAGE 4 of 23 
 
Funded by  
the European Union 

 

Executive Summary 
The main scope of the EIFFEL website (Task 8.1-WP8) is to disseminate information and raise 

awareness of the project's goals, activities and foreseen actions, allowing the different types of 
users to navigate smoothly and accurately across the various sections.  

The primary goals are to reflect the project’s mission and brand identity on the website, grab 
visitor’s attention, provoke action and give them a reason to stay within the first few seconds. 
This report, provides a short description of the content and structure of the EIFFEL website.  

The first draft of the website (www.eiffel4climate.eu) is launched in month 3 of the project 
in order to promote its objectives. In this first stage, we will be inserting the basic and general 
information on the project and expected work in order to create initial content what will later 
become a dynamic and up to date content (non-technical to ensure comprehension by non-
experts), provided by all partners, according to their role in the project and facilitated by EIFFEL. 

In a nutshell, we designed EIFFEL’s website according to the following principles: simplicity, 
visual hierarchy, navigability, consistency, accessibility (responsive layout), user satisfaction.  

file:///C:/Users/i-sense/Nextcloud/myProjects/EIFFEL/WP8/www.eiffel4climate.eu
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1  Introduction 
 
The main scope of this document is to provide a short description of the content and structure 

of the EIFFEL website. The objective of the EIFFEL website is to disseminate information and raise 
awareness of the project's goals, activities and foreseen actions, allowing the different types of 
users to navigate smoothly and accurately across the various sections. 
 

1.1  Context 

 
The primary goal of the EIFFEL website (Task 8.1-WP8) is to serve as a central focal point for 

a clear communication and wide dissemination of the project news, activities, outputs and 
results, while at the same time provide an accurate reflection of the EIFFEL’s brand identity in a 
visually attractive and engaging manner. 

This report, presents the EIFFEL website’s concept, its structure and main elements. The first 
draft of the website (www.eiffel4climate.eu) is launched in month 3 of the project in order to 
promote its objectives. In this first stage, we included basic yet pertinent information about the 
project in order to create initial content what will later become a dynamic and up to date content 
(non-technical to ensure comprehension by non-experts), provided by all partners, according to 
their role in the project and facilitated by EIFFEL. 

This deliverable comes as a part of a series of documents which includes the “Dissemination 
and Communication Strategy and Action Plan” and the “Report on the project contributions to 
GEO and EuroGEO community”. 
 

1.2  Intended Readership and Document Structure 

This document describes the scope of the current deliverable and the main objectives of the 
website. Table 1 summarises the intended audience of the website and their interests. 
Additionally, the development and menu of the EIFFEL website is outlined and depicted, 
summarising the work completed to date and the initial structure and content of the site at 
launch.  

 
Table 1. Website Audience 

Intended Audience Reasons for interest in reading 

EIFFEL partners To be informed about the project’s latest 
news, actions, success stories etc.  

European Commission To assess the quality of the document and the 
presented planned actions. 

Target groups: End-users, decision makers 
stakeholders, policy makers, scientific 
community 

To be informed about the project in general, 
its objectives, the upcoming events, news and 

file:///C:/Users/i-sense/Nextcloud/myProjects/EIFFEL/WP8/www.eiffel4climate.eu
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discover how they could be involved and 
benefited. 

Representatives of organisations involved into 
similar projects 

To share knowledge, information, best 
practices and so on that could be useful in 
implementing their respective activities. Also 
introduce them the EIFFEL project in order to 
identify potential synergies in the field of 
interest. 

Anyone interested  Predominantly, promote and raise awareness 
generally on EIFFEL project.  

 
 

2  General Overview of the Website 
The website serves as the primary gateway to all information and as a tool for clear 
communication and wide dissemination, with news and updates related to the various project 
activities and pilots’ results. It has already been designed in a modern, professional and attractive 
way and will allow visitors to navigate across the various webpages easily and quickly. Several 
dynamic and static items have been foreseen to ensure a good balance of visual appeal and 
professional outlook. A feedback request section, will be integrated in the website that will 
facilitate and enhance the communication with users and with stakeholders interested in the 
project. 
 
The navigation architecture of the EIFFEL website has taken into account the needs of the 
consortium members and the different dissemination/engagement targets. The front-end 
consists of a number of distinctive and dynamic content parts which are positioned accordingly 
to accommodate the content of each section. Furthermore, it will provide up to date information 
on project events and link to social media accounts (Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube). 
The website uses and interface design which allows for simpler and more comfortable. For a 
perfect user experience, it is adaptable to all screen sizes and resolutions (responsive design), not 
only on desktop but also on mobile and tablet (touch screen devices). 

 
As a general principle the EIFFEL website, is designed in an attractive and informative way with 
strong emphasis on user experience aspects. 
 
The main elements included and foreseen to be included are: 
 
Logo & Header: It has been designed to contain a nature-based background concept, highlighting 
the main concept of the project (climate change adaptation & mitigation), together with the 
official logo(s) of the project. 

Main Menu: It is a standard horizontal menu, consisting of the following main menu entries and 
sub-menus: 
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About (project, scheme, vision), Work Packages, Implementation, Co-design, Pilots, Publications, 
Success stories, Outreach, News & Events, Contact form. Some of these entries leads to related 
sub-content. 

Modules: These are blocks, which are positioned in different areas of each page, dedicated on 
enhancing the usability of the EIFFEL site in terms of special content access, information briefing 
on renewed and updated project material, the project news and the secured content sharing 
facilities. 

Main Content: The main content area has been designed to allow the flow of the web content in 
a user-friendly manner via a single or multi-column frame template. It should be noted that in 
order to assist users in accessing the various web sections (e.g., Project Partners), specific 
modules inline to the content are and will be used. The navigation architecture is presented in 
the next chapter, together with a brief description of the content for each webpage. 

 

3  Content of the Website 
The EIFFEL website (eiffel4climate.eu) is designed to act as the main information gateway 
informing the user community (incl. the public) and stakeholders of the EIFFEL objectives and 
goals, thematic areas, current and planned activities, and outputs/achievements, partnering 
organisations and services of the project. 

3.1  Homepage 

The homepage is the first view of the website and is meant to welcome the visitor with an 
overview of the project. 

The users will navigate to the different pages of the website through a number of static and 
dynamic items presented in the homepage. The following sections have been implemented or 
are foreseen to be implemented: 

• Brief overview of EIFFEL project; 
• Brief overview of the project’s objectives; 
• Preview of main organisations, policies & directives that the project supports (GEO, 

EuroGEOSS, Copernicus, SDGs, Paris Agreement, Sendai Framework); 
• Preview of the latest highlights/current activities (provided with links to the relevant 

sections of the website); 
• Partners’ logos & links, providing information concerning the profile of each of the 

partnering organisations that cover the whole project; 
• Other national and international projects that EIFFEL is relevant to; 
• Easy access to Contact us (Header & Footer); 
• Clickable footer providing an additional route (besides the main menu bar) to access the 

various sections of the website; 
• Social media links (header & footer); 
• The acknowledgment stating that the project received funding from the EU (footer). 

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/
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The homepage is a chance to attract visitors to the EIFFEL website and learn more about the 
project. The landing page, is designed in a way that conveys the core information of the 
project in a concise and precise manner. It’s the first thing visitors will see, and it can serve as 
a short “elevator pitch” letting the visitor know what EIFFEL site is all about. So, the website 
introduction content absolutely needs to be compelling. 
 

 
 

 
©Shaiith/shutterstock.com 
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Figure 1. EIFFEL homepage screenshots 
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3.2  Main menu sections 

Menu navigation exists to help the user find content and it should be simple and intuitive. When 
looking at EIFFEL website, the expectation is to navigate with ease and have a great experience, 
therefore the starting point was to figure out what kind of features the website offers and the 
hierarchy in which information should be displayed. 

It was also important to consider the type of menu navigation, language and labelling. EIFFEL site 
may be science-specific however, it's important not to forget about the user and how they would 
interpret or understand what the project does. 

An horizonal menu was developed since it seemed the perfect solution thanks to its high visibility 
as well as its enhanced usability. A properly designed horizontal main menu can positively affect 
the traffic and conversions but the main benefit, is the clarity it offers – all subcategories are 
clearly linked to their main category. Additionally, it’s more in-tune with how people read on the 
web. 

 

 

Figure 2. “Menu” webpage screenshots  

 

The Main Menu item “About” illustrates detailed information on EIFFEL project.  

Fast Facts - The section “Fast Facts” reveals the main funding information of the project such as: 
starting date, duration, EC contribution etc. 

About - This part presents in more elaborate manner the main goals, the objectives and the vision 
of the project.  

Our Scheme - The “Our Scheme” item provides the concept and methodology. This section 
presents the tools that will be created in order to extract information from GEOSS (big) datasets, 
by greatly facilitating search, reuse and augmentation of available data, allowing for external 
stakeholders to understand the main methods that EIFFEL will use in order to implement the 
project. 

Our Vision - This section will present the expected impacts of the project (Integrated GEOSS 
climate applications to support adaptation & mitigation measures of Paris Agreement). 

At the bottom of the page, other substantial expected impacts of the EIFFEL project are 
presented. 

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/about
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Figure 3. “About” webpage screenshots  

 

 
The Main Menu item “What we do” introduces the work packages of the EIFFEL project. 
 
The project is structured into eight work packages which are presented in this section, as well as 
the related tasks under each work package and the Management structure of the project. A “who 
is who” ID card will be linked with the name of each WP leader aiming to present their profile. It 
is foreseen to include the key deliverables in this section. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/what-we-do
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Figure 4. “What we do page” webpage screenshots  
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The Main Menu item “Pilots” introduces the pilots of the EIFFEL project. 
 
In the pilots' page the website provides insight regarding the activity and main objectives of each 
pilot. A “who is who” ID card will be linked with the name of each pilot aiming to capture the 
profile of all pilots in a compelling way. 
 

 
 

 
©Jan Weijers 

 
©Kletr/shutterstock.com 

 
Figure 5. “Pilots” webpage screenshots  

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/pilots
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The Main Menu section “Publications” is meant to provide access to all the publications (papers, 
research articles etc.) related to the project as well as their correspondent links.  
 
The Main Menu section “Our stories” aims to promote the pilots’ success stories (banners) with 
an aggregated overview of the key messages that the pilot would like to deliver. At this 
initial phase of the project, no publications have been generated as it corresponds to later 
stages. The webpage will be updated accordingly. 
 
The Main Menu section “Outreach” will provide access to the various communication materials 
produced by the project including the project brochures and leaflets, as well as promotional 
videos developed. 
 
The Main Menu dedicated section “What’s new?”, since the communication activities are 
central to the success and impact maximisation of EIFFEL, will provide the opportunity to the 
various different stakeholders to obtain information on the dissemination activities (conferences, 
workshops, upcoming events, etc.) carried out by the project and will give more detailed 
information on announcements of workshops and special sessions in scientific conferences and 
meetings and announcements of activities open to the public (e.g. press conferences). 
Furthermore, external stakeholders will have access to photos, presentations, videos produced 
in the framework of the events organised or attended by the project. 
 
All the highlights of the project will be announced through this webpage. Press releases and 
articles appearing in specialised magazines/journals and/or national media will be also included.  
 
In each announcement, important keywords (tags), of what the post is about, will be added to 
improve the website’s search engine optimization ranking and encourage users to click through 
and read the content. 
 
Overall, this section is expected to maximise the visibility and impact of the project, through the 
efficient communication of the project’s progress to the stakeholder community. 
 

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/publications
https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/our-stories
https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/outreach
https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/what-s-new
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Figure 6. “What’s new?” webpage screenshots 

 
 
The Main Menu item “Contact Us” gives to the visitors all the contact information of the project. 
A contact form is available in order easily and fast to communicate with EIFFEL team. 
 
 

 
Figure 7. “Contact Us” webpage screenshot 

 
 
 
 

https://www.eiffel4climate.eu/index.php/contact-us
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3.3  Footer 

 
A website footer provides site visitors with a sense of consistency, as the same information will 
appear at the bottom of every single one of the site pages. Due to evolving user behaviour, 
creating a sense of consistency is increasingly important. 
To maintain visitor engagement, secondary site navigation is a must-have footer item (even if it 
duplicates the header menu) therefore, informative and enticing information is included. A well-
crafted, cohesive website footer can have a greater impact on user engagement than any other 
area of the website. 
Transparency and informing the public about how their data is being used are two basic goals of 
the GDPR. EIFFEL website, will include a privacy notice template that will be adapted to the 
project. 
 

 
 

Figure 8. Website’s Footer screenshots 

 

3.4  Technical Information 

Domain name 

The eiffel4climate.eu domain name is registered by ICCS and the URL is www.eiffel4climate.eu 

 
Web hosting 

The EIFFEL website is hosted on one of the best hosting providers in Greece with 2h Ticket SLA 
Support, on a dedicated, state-of-the-art Virtual Private Server with increased resources and 
NVMe disks, achieving the highest reading and writing speeds. Hosting service guarantees 
uninterrupted 24/7 system availability. 

 
Design of the website's template 

EIFFEL website is foreseen to be updated and expanded periodically throughout the project’s 
lifetime and hopefully beyond. For this reason, it was necessary to build a robust, versatile and 
consistent design intended to be used as a building block for the entire website. 

file:///C:/Users/i-sense/Nextcloud/myProjects/EIFFEL/WP8/www.eiffel4climate.eu
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The template that has been used is a custom made based on a Joomla Commercial Template, 
built specifically for the EIFFEL website, adopting a design and colour scheme used throughout 
the EIFFEL project, (i.e., leaflet, presentations) allowing for balance between professionalism and 
attractive graphic features. 

Some of the features implemented due to the Joomla platform on the EIFFEL website are the 
following: 

• The navigation menu, is a powerful menu module which provides functions above and 
beyond the capabilities of the default Joomla menu, providing exclusive menu item options such 
as custom module drop-downs. 

• The graphic customizers allowing for real-time, live changes on the website's design and 
layout, at times circumventing the complex code needed. 

• The responsive layout adapts automatically to the viewing device's width, such as mobile, 
tablet or desktop, without the need for a separate layout or content. 

• The content control module is a revolutionary extension designed to give an incredible 
level of control over the presentation of the site content. Sophisticated content filters, robust 
layout modes and options, integration with multiple content providers, and a streamlined no-
nonsense interface all contribute to a powerful yet user friendly experience from start to finish. 

• The use of multiple plugins, who integrate seamlessly due to the design of the platform, 
granting useful attributes to the website. 

 
For statistical purpose, EIFFEL uses Google Analytics, a web analytics service offered by Google 
that tracks and reports website traffic. It is the most widely used web analytics service on the 
web. 

 
CMS platform 

Considering the dynamic nature of the project and the high demands in terms of content 
administration and updates, the utilisation of a Content Management System (CMS) application 
was deemed appropriate for the implementation of the EIFFEL website. To that end, the well-
established Joomla CMS on latest and stable version was selected. Joomla is a free and open-
source content management system based on PHP and MySQL. 

 
Databases 

Joomla uses PHP (programming language) to store and retrieve data from the MySQL database. 
The information stored in database include: posts, pages, comments, categories, tags, custom 
fields, users, and other site options such as site URLs etc. 

 
Third Party modules, Plugins and Components 

A number of components that contribute to the dynamic and interactive nature of the website, 
enhance the user experience and improve the usability of the system were implemented into the 
website. 
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3.5  Foreseen updates & Interoperability facilities 

At present, several of the planned functionalities have been implemented into the website. Thus, 
several of the pages are already available with content that is primarily stemming from the 
Technical Annexes. However, as the project progresses and more activities kick off, several 
updates are foreseen. 

This will concern first and foremost upgrading the text to make it more attractive and user 
friendly for the different types of users. Other than such content upgrades, the EIFFEL website 
will be an environment that is dynamically refreshed and curated so that all external stakeholders 
can stay up-to-date with the latest developments, news, events, milestones, etc. of EIFFEL. 

The communication and dissemination manager, the members of the coordinating team, the 
work package and pilot leaders, will be responsible for regular content updates, further 
facilitated by augmented functionalities as the website becomes a portal. 

In any case, the website is an ongoing process that will have to keep up with user demands and 
the communication and dissemination manager will constantly work into the on-going web 
strategy and support. 

 


